Cambridge Medical Students at Leyden at Edinburgh was Richard Mason, who in 1644 was ejected from his Fellowship on religious grounds. The next was George Sewell, the political pamphleteer who went to Edinburgh nearly 70 years later, and the next were Collignan and Beevor in the 1740s. During the period with which this paper is concerned, the contribution of Edinburgh to the education of Cambridge men was not significant. Only in the last decades of the eighteenth century, after the decline of Leyden, did it become important, and by that time medical teaching at Cambridge was struggling for survival.
Although in its broad outline this controversy has aroused interest and discussion the facts have never been thoroughly investigated: there has for example been no detailed study of the Cambridge medical students who matriculated at Leyden and of the possible influence of Leyden on Cambridge medicine. The present investigation was prompted by the discovery that although more Cambridge men matriculated in medicine at Leyden than at any other foreign university the relationship between their studies there, at Cambridge and sometimes at other universities was often strangely complex, and followed no single consistent pattern.
The definition of a medical practitioner in the days when statutory qualifications either did not exist or were not strictly enforced presents great difficulties. To include only those men with university degrees in medicine is misleading since many men who left the university without taking a degree were shortly afterwards admitted Licentiates of the Royal College of Physicians of London, which during part of the period demanded at least as high a standard as the University authorities. Graduates, Licentiates and Extralicentiates are therefore accepted as qualified practitioners. The definition of a medical student at Cambridge is even more difficult; often only subsequent graduation in medicine identifies a man as such. Some men who are known to have studied medicine in the University subsequently practised without degree or diploma. Others who became established as physicians in reputable practices in country towns soon after leaving Cambridge had presumably studied medicine there, but there is rarely any conclusive evidence that they did. Even the presence of a man's name on one of the few surviving lecture lists of the eighteenth century does not prove him to be a medical student for it was not unusual for students of arts or theology to attend medical lectures.
For the purposes of the present investigation all men who had both matriculated at Cambridge and inscribed on the physic line at Leyden have been included, as 'Cambridge medical students', although some of them were probably not serious students of medicine and had visited Leyden in the course of a Grand Tour of Europe. Following Innes-Smith (1932) and Underwood (1969) a few men who matriculated at other universities in the-Netherlands, but not at Leyden have been accepted as presumptive Leyden students.
In calculating the total number of Cambridge medical students during the same period there have been added all men who had matriculated at Cambridge who held degrees or diplomas in medicine, and a small number who engaged in regular medical practice without statutory qualification (see Rook 1969) . The resulting figures necessarily lack precision but so great were the informality and flexibility of the medical curriculum in the 17th and 18th centuries that they are likely to provide a truer picture than a study artificially confined to graduates. The 37 men in this group matriculated at Cambridge where they remained for from 2 to 6 years. They then inscribed at Leyden where they usually spent up to 2 or 3 years before returning to Cambridge to take the M.B. or M.D. degree.
DURATION OF STUDY AT LEYDEN
Except in the cases of those few men whose careers have been so carefully studied that adequate biographical information has been assembled, the length of the period of study at Leyden is difficult to determine; the archives at Leyden (Lindeboom 1969) . It can be reliably assessed in those who graduated at Leyden. The interval between inscription and graduation for the Cambridge men who graduated at Leyden is shown in Table V . For those men who inscribed at Leyden and later inscribed at another university the interval between the two dates clearly indicates the greatest possible duration of their stay at Leyden. These figures are also given in Table V. For the men in Group K who matriculated at Cambridge to which they later returned to graduate, the period of study at Leyden cannot be estimated with any confidence. The interval between inscription at Leyden and graduation at Cambridge was usually between 2 and 3 years but some men may have returned to Cambridge many months before their graduation.
THE AITRACIION OF LEYDEN
From its foundation in 1575 the University of Leyden did not confine its teaching to theology but extended it to 'all the honest and liberal arts and sciences'. As Huizinga (1968) 
